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City Council Safety Committee
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 - 4:00 p.m.

MEETING AGENDA
Call to order
Approval of Minutes
September 8, 2020
Old Business
New Business
1. US-6 Bike Lane Signage/Delineation
2. Bike Lanes/Bikes May Use Full Lane Sign Request
3. Reduction of Speed Limits in R-1 Districts

Other Matters

Adjournment
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THE CITY OF HURON, OHIO
Huron Safety Committee
Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2020 — 4:00pm

A meeting of the Council Safety Committee was called to order by Christine Crawford on Tuesday,
September 8 2020, at 4:00 p.m. at Huron City Hall.

Ms. Crawford directed the Clerk to call the roll. Members of the Safety Committee in attendance:
Christine Crawford, Sam Artino and Monty Tapp.

Staff in attendance: Interim City Manager Michael Spafford, Police Chief Robert Lippert, Fire
Captain Kurt Schafer, City Engineer/Zoning Inspector Doug Green, Parks & Recreation Operations
Manager Doug Steinwart, Law Director Todd Schrader and Executive Administrative Assistant
/Clerk of Council Terri Welkener.

Approval of Minutes
Motion by Mr. Artino to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2020 meeting, as written.

Ms. Crawford asked if there was any discussion on the motion. There being none, the committee
unanimously approved the motion.

Old Business

Speeding/Speed Bumps in Huron Heights Neighborhood. Mr. Spafford said staff priced two
options for speed signs. One is a mobile battery-powered radar sign with a battery that lasts about
two weeks and could be bolted to an existing traffic sign (approx. $3,000). You would put the sign
out for two weeks, bring it back to charge the battery overnight, and move it around throughout the
City. The second option is a semi-permanent solar powered radar sign (approx. $6,500). He is
leaning toward the second option, but was looking for any feedback from the Committee. We could
deploy a few of them at a time on a rotating basis to cover various neighborhoods. Data regarding
traffic counts and speed can be downloaded from the signs. The Committee thought the City should
start by purchasing 2 radar signs.

Pier Ladders. The ladders and life rings have been installed since the last meeting.

Elimination of No Left Turn at Commerce Plaza. Mr. Green said that OHM’s traffic engineer took
a look at it and it is not a preferred direction to go because it is in too close proximity to Berlin Rd.

Nickel Plate Beach. Mr. Spafford asked when the City should stop having the alert system up and
operational. The Committee decided that it should remain operational through October 1% and then
reassess the situation at that time. Mayor Artino suggested that staff check with the Law Director
to see if there is a liability issue related to having the gate open during the offseason.
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New Business

Mudbrook Creek Buoy Placement Application. This application relates to buoy and sign placement
only (not a request for grant funds), as grant funds have previously been denied. It will be a cost of
approximately $5,000 (on the high end) to the City. There are 6 buoys. Mr. Spafford said that grant
applications for these buoys are not as competitive as the open water buoy applications. The
Committee recommended that the application be submitted for placement only.

Chaska Beach Buoy Grant Application. This application requests grant funds to purchase buoys
previously approved for placement. The Committee recommended that the application be submitted
for grant consideration.

2020 Trick-or-Treat. Several years ago, Council determined that trick-or-treat would be held on
October 31% from 5pm to 7pm. The various neighborhoods can make their own schedules. The
Mayor said that we should recommend that we abide by any guidelines set forth by the Health
Department.

St. Peter’s 5K and Fun Run. St. Pete’s is having their 5K on Halloween, which will be the first 5K
run in the City since the beginning of the pandemic. The Health Department is being kept in the
loop, and St. Pete’s will be submitting some type of plan to them for approval.

Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA). There is a contiguous acreage maximum, as well
as a minimum requirement of liquor permits that have to be within the area to be considered a
DORA. A city the with Huron’s population size would have a minimum of 4 liquor permits and
no more th an 150 acres. The concept is being presented to the Safety Committee because you are
encouraging open container drinking, and there are obvious safety, trash and cleanliness issues.
The DORA is not necessarily a 24-hour a day situation — Council can set certain hours and/or days
for operation. A DORA would be advantageous from an economic development standpoint to draw
more retail businesses. Staff is working on a way to include ConAgra in the DORA, perhaps
through use of a water taxi, due to the requirement that the DORA areas are contiguous. All
beverages must be dispensed from a participating DORA establishment, and must be served in a
designated DORA cup. People cannot take drinks off their boat or refill with their own alcohol.
The cup must be refilled by another DORA establishment. Mr. Tapp said the only problem is
monitoring, but if that becomes a problem, the district can be eliminated by Council. Both Port
Clinton and Perrysburg have approved DORAs. Liability-wise, it would be operated within the
scope of legislation, and liquor license rules will still apply. The boundary of the DORA will be
marked by signage with days and hours of operation. Mayor Artino said that he would like to talk
with the church, and this matter should involve a public hearing. The proposed zone would cover
from the pier to the railroad tracks. Ms. Crawford asked if there was a concern with excluding Pizza
House or Jim’s Pizza Box south of the railroad tracks.

School Zone Signage with Speed Display. Radar enabled flashing speed signs have been installed
at Shawnee. Mr. Spafford recommended that similar signs be installed at the High School and
McCormich. The are $16,000/pair, or $32,000 for both locations. We could include the purchase
of the signs in next year’s budget if Council is in agreement. Cost-sharing has not been discussed.
St. Peter’s school zone is awkward for use of this type of sign — maybe something could be installed
on Huron Street. Mr. Tapp commented that there are no speed limit signs on Cleveland Road all
the way north. Mr. Spafford indicated that signage for St. Peter’s would be helpful. Mr. Green said
that signage is included as part of the US6 project, and there will be additional painting as well.
The Committee suggested that Mr. Swaisgood look into the financials for the purchase, and they
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are in support of installation of the signs for McCormick and the High School. For St. Peter’s
School, staff will look into updated signage.

Road Diet. Mr. Spafford said that now that traffic has been operating in a quasi-2-lane system all
summer with few issues, the outside lane has been used by both pedestrians and bycyclists. When
the US6 project is complete, Council will have the option of going back to the previous 4-lane
striping pattern, or implement a “road diet” by eliminating the outer lane with one lane traveling in
each directing, adding a center turn lane, and adding a 6’ bike lane as an outer lane. As a cyclist
comes over the bridge, it is a tight squeeze, and this is a good way to provide connectivity to the
east and west sides of the City.

Mr. Critelli went over the logistics involved and safety impacts. Road diets are part of a FHWA
safety program. There are certain benefits to a road diet, which include a protected lane with the
center lane. The models also experience reduced speed of 3-5 mph. There is enhanced safety in that
now we have an intersection that no longer has a unnecessary signal light, and reduced the number
of lanes to be crossed by pedestrians. Mr. Critelli discussed Options A and B (copies attached) with
the Committee. The refuge island provides a stopping point for pedestrians as they cross US6. The
bike path will go from Berlin Road to Williams Street. Golf carts will not be allowed to use the
bike lane. The only vehicles that should be using the bike lane is the fire department, police, or a
broken-down vehicle. Mr. Tapp said there are a lot of people against it, and if Council tries to push
this through there will be a lot of pushback. Ms. Crawford said Council had the same pushback
with the concept of a roundabout at Berlin Road, and now that the project is underway, people are
asking why we aren’t doing a roundabout. The problem is we primarily hear from the negative —
not the positive. Mr. Tapp and Mr. Artino said they have both seen long waits at Berlin Road. Mr.
Artino said once it goes into the turning lane, it is in the path of the bicycle lane. Mr. Critelli said
there is no deviation from the current condition with the sidewalk. Mr. Artino said the bike lane is
better than using the sidewalk, even though bikes are not supposed to use the sidewalk. Mr. Artino
asked if the concrete barrier on the bridge could be made smaller. Mr. Critelli said their structure
detail plans have specific requirements.

Mr. Critelli said that the current size of the island allows for large vehicles to turn, but that did not
include a bike lane. The island will now be modified to be sure none of the vehicles’ path goes into
the bike lane. They will be doing a test run with the ladder truck before installing the island. He has
reached out to ODOT about design modifications. ODOT is in favor of the road diet. The island
will be reduced to allow pedestrian refuge only, and there shouldn’t be any issue with turning
vehicles.

The Committee members want to hear what the public has to say about the road diet, and should
set a public hearing at the Council meeting. Ms. Crawford said that we need to emphasize the safety
improvements that come with the road diet. Mayor Artino said the winter would be a good time to
give the road diet a try. The Committee recommended that this matter be brought before Council
at tonight’s meeting.

There being no further business to come before the Safety Committee, Mr. Tapp made a motion
to adjourn the meeting at 4:58 pm. All in favor, meeting adjourned at 4:58pm.

Terri S. Welkener
Clerk of Council
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4511.21 Speed limits - assured clear distance.

(A) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar at a speed greater or less than is
reasonable or proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface, and width of the street or highway and any other
conditions, and no person shall drive any motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar in and upon any street or
highway at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring it to a stop within the assured clear distance
ahead.

(B) It is prima-facie lawful, in the absence of a lower limit declared or established pursuant to this section by the
director of transportation or local authorities, for the operator of a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar to
operate the same at a speed not exceeding the following:

(1)

(a2) Twenty miles per hour in school zones during school recess and while children are going to or leaving school
during the opening or closing hours, and when twenty miles per hour school speed limit signs are erected; except
that, on controlled-access highways and expressways, if the right-of-way line fence has been erected without
pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by division (B)(4) of this section and on freeways, if the right-of-
way line fence has been erected without pedestrian opening, the speed shall be governed by divisions (B)(10) and
(11) of this section. The end of every school zone may be marked by a sign indicating the end of the zone.
Nothing in this section or in the manual and specifications for a uniform system of traffic control devices shall be
construed to require school zones to be indicated by signs equipped with flashing or other lights, or giving other
special notice of the hours in which the school zone speed limit is in effect.

(b) As used in this section and in section 4511.212 of the Revised Code, "school" means any school chartered
under section 3301.16 of the Revised Code and any nonchartered school that during the preceding year filed with
the department of education in compliance with rule 3301-35-08 of the Ohio Administrative Code, a copy of the
school's report for the parents of the school's pupils certifying that the school meets Ohio minimum standards for
nonchartered, nontax-supported schools and presents evidence of this filing to the jurisdiction from which it is
requesting the establishment of a school zone. "School” also includes a special elementary school that in writing
requests the county engineer of the county in which the special elementary school is located to create a school
zone at the location of that school. Upon receipt of such a written request, the county engineer shall create a
school zone at that location by erecting the appropriate signs.

(¢) As used in this section, "school zone" means that portion of a street or highway passing a school fronting upon
the street or highway that is encompassed by projecting the school property lines to the fronting street or
highway, and also includes that portion of a state highway. Upon request from local authorities for streets and
highways under their jurisdiction and that portion of a state highway under the jurisdiction of the director of
transportation or a request from a county engineer in the case of a school zone for a special elementary school,
the director may extend the traditional school zone boundaries. The distances in divisions (B){(1)(c)(i), (ii), and
(i) of this section shall not exceed three hundred feet per approach per direction and are bounded by whichever
of the following distances or combinations thereof the director approves as most appropriate:

(i) The distance encompassed by projecting the school building lines normal to the fronting highway and
extending a distance of three hundred feet on each approach direction;

(ii) The distance encompassed by projecting the school property lines intersecting the fronting highway and
extending a distance of three hundred feet on each approach direction;

(iii) The distance encompassed by the special marking of the pavement for a principal school pupil crosswalk plus
a distance of three hundred feet on each approach direction of the highway.

Nothing in this section shall be construed to invalidate the director's initial action on August 9, 1976, establishing
all school zones at the traditional school zone boundaries defined by projecting school property lines, except when
those boundaries are extended as provided in divisions (B)(1)(a) and (c) of this section.
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(d) As used in this division, "crosswalk" has the meaning given that term in division (LL)(2) of section 4511.01 of
the Revised Code.

The director may, upon request by resolution of the legislative authority of a municipal corporation, the board of
trustees of a township, or a county board of developmental disabilities created pursuant to Chapter 5126. of the
Revised Code, and upon submission by the municipal corporation, township, or county board of such engineering,
traffic, and other information as the director considers necessary, designate a school zone on any portion of a
state route lying within the municipal corporation, lying within the unincorporated territory of the township, or
lying adjacent to the property of a school that is operated by such county board, that includes a crosswalk
customarily used by children going to or leaving a school during recess and opening and closing hours, whenever
the distance, as measured in a straight line, from the school property line nearest the crosswalk to the nearest
point of the crosswalk is no more than one thousand three hundred twenty feet. Such a school zone shall include
the distance encompassed by the crosswalk and extending three hundred feet on each approach direction of the
state route.

(e) As used in this section, "special elementary school” means a school that meets all of the following criteria:
(i) It is not chartered and does not receive tax revenue from any source.

(ii) It does not educate children beyond the eighth grade.

(iii) It is located outside the limits of a municipal corporation.

(iv) A majority of the total number of students enrolled at the school are not related by blood.

(v) The principal or other person in charge of the special elementary school annually sends a report to the
superintendent of the school district in which the special elementary school is located indicating the total nhumber
of students enrolled at the school, but otherwise the principal or other person in charge does not report any other
information or data to the superintendent.

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour in all other portions of a municipal corporation, except on state routes outside
business districts, through highways outside business districts, and alleys;

(3) Thirty-five miles per hour on all state routes or through highways within municipal corporations outside
business districts, except as provided in divisions (B)(4) and (6) of this section;

(4) Fifty miles per hour on controlled-access highways and expressways within municipal corporations, except as
provided in divisions (B)(12), (13), (14), (15), and (16) of this section;

(5) Fifty-five miles per hour on highways outside municipal corporations, other than highways within island
jurisdictions as provided in division (B)(8) of this section, highways as provided in divisions (B)(9) and (10) of this
section, and highways, expressways, and freeways as provided in divisions (B)(12), (13), (14), and (16) of this
section;

(6) Fifty miles per hour on state routes within municipal corporations outside urban districts unless a lower prima-
facie speed is established as further provided in this section;

(7) Fifteen miles per hour on all alleys within the municipal corporation;
(8) Thirty-five miles per hour on highways outside municipal corporations that are within an island jurisdiction;

(9) Thirty-five miles per hour on through highways, except state routes, that are outside municipal corporations
and that are within a national park with boundaries extending through two or more counties;

(10) Sixty miles per hour on two-lane state routes outside municipal corporations as established by the director
under division (H)(2) of this section;

(11) Fifty-five miles per hour on freeways with paved shoulders inside municipal corporations, other than
freeways as provided in divisions (B)(14) and (16) of this section;
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(12)

Sixty miles per hour on rural expressways with traffic control signals and on all portions of rural divided highways,
except as provided in divisions (B)(13) and (14) of this section;

(13) Sixty-five miles per hour on all rural expressways without traffic control signals;
(14) Seventy miles per hour on all rural freeways;

(15) Fifty-five miles per hour on all portions of freeways or expressways in congested areas as determined by the
director and that are located within a municipal corporation or within an interstate freeway outerbelt, except as
provided in division (B)(16) of this section;

(16) Sixty-five miles per hour on all portions of freeways or expressways without traffic control signals in
urbanized areas .

(C) 1t is prima-facie unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in divisions (B)(1)(a), (2), (3),
(4), (6), (7), (8), and (9) of this section, or any declared or established pursuant to this section by the director or
local authorities and it is unlawful for any person to exceed any of the speed limitations in division (D) of this
section. No person shall be convicted of more than one violation of this section for the same conduct, although
violations of more than one provision of this section may be charged in the alternative in a single affidavit.

(D) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, trackless trolley, or streetcar upon a street or highway as follows:

(1) At a speed exceeding fifty-five miles per hour, except upon a two-lane state route as provided in division (B)
(10) of this section and upon a highway, expressway, or freeway as provided in divisions (B)(12), (13), (14), and
(16) of this section;

(2) At a speed exceeding sixty miles per hour upon a two-lane state route as provided in division (B)(10) of this
section and upon a highway as provided in division (B)(12) of this section;

(3) At a speed exceeding sixty-five miles per hour upon an expressway as provided in division (B)(13) or upon a
freeway as provided in division (B)(16) of this section, except upon a freeway as provided in division (B)(14) of
this section;

(4) At a speed exceeding seventy miles per hour upon a freeway as provided in division (B)(14) of this section;

(5) At a speed exceeding the posted speed limit upon a highway, expressway, or freeway for which the director
has determined and declared a speed limit pursuant to division (I}(2) or (L)(2) of this section.

(E) In every charge of violation of this section the affidavit and warrant shall specify the time, place, and speed at
which the defendant is alleged to have driven, and in charges made in reliance upon division (C) of this section
also the speed which division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or (9) of, or a limit declared or established
pursuant to, this section declares is prima-facie lawful at the time and place of such alleged violation, except that
in affidavits where a person is alleged to have driven at a greater speed than will permit the person to bring the
vehicle to a stop within the assured clear distance ahead the affidavit and warrant need not specify the speed at
which the defendant is alleged to have driven.

(F) When a speed in excess of both a prima-facie limitation and a limitation in division (D) of this section is
alleged, the defendant shall be charged in a single affidavit, alleging a single act, with a violation indicated of both
division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or (9) of this section, or of a limit declared or established pursuant
to this section by the director or local authorities, and of the limitation in division (D) of this section. If the court
finds a violation of division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or (9) of, or a limit declared or established
pursuant to, this section has occurred, it shall enter a judgment of conviction under such division and dismiss the
charge under division (D) of this section. If it finds no violation of division (B)(1)(a), (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), or
(9) of, or a limit declared or established pursuant to, this section, it shall then consider whether the evidence
supports a conviction under division (D) of this section.
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(G) Points shall be assessed for violation of a limitation under division (D) of this section in accordance with
section 4510.036 of the Revised Code.

(H)

(1) Whenever the director determines upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined
by the director, that any speed limit set forth in divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section is greater or less than is
reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any portion of a street or highway under the jurisdiction
of the director, the director shall determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit, which shall
be effective when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected at the location.

(2) Whenever the director determines upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined
by the director, that the speed limit of fifty-five miles per hour on a two-lane state route outside a municipal
corporation is less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at that portion of the state route,
the director may determine and declare a speed limit of sixty miles per hour for that portion of the state route,
which shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice of it are erected at the location.

(3)

(a) For purposes of the safe and orderly movement of traffic upon any portion of a street or highway under the
jurisdiction of the director, the director may establish a variable speed limit that is different than the speed limit
established by or under this section on all or portions of interstate six hundred seventy, interstate two hundred
seventy-five, and interstate ninety commencing at the intersection of that interstate with interstate seventy-one
and continuing to the border of the state of Ohio with the state of Pennsylvania. The director shall establish
criteria for determining the appropriate use of variable speed limits and shall establish variable speed limits in
accordance with the criteria. The director may establish variable speed limits based upon the time of day, weather
conditions, traffic incidents, or other factors that affect the safe speed on a street or highway. The director shall
not establish a variable speed limit that is based on a particular type or class of vehicle. A variable speed limit
established by the director under this section is effective when appropriate signs giving notice of the speed limit
are displayed at the location.

(b) Except for variable speed limits established under division (H)(3)(a) of this section, the director shall establish
a variable speed limit under the authority granted to the director by this section on not more than two additional
highways and only pursuant to criteria established in rules adopted in accordance with Chapter 119. of the
Revised Code. The rules shall be based on the criteria described in division (H)(3)(a) of this section. The rules
also shall establish the parameters of any engineering study necessary for determining when variable speed limits
are appropriate.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of the director to establish speed limits within
a construction zone as authorized under section 4511.98 of the Revised Code.

(M

(1) Except as provided in divisions (I)(2) , (3), (K), and (N) of this section, whenever local authorities determine
upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that the speed permitted
by divisions (B)(1)(a) to (D) of this section, on any part of a highway under their jurisdiction, is greater than is
reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist at such location, the local authorities may by resolution
request the director to determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit. Upon receipt of such
request the director may determine and declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit at such location,
and if the director does so, then such declared speed limit shall become effective only when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected at such location by the local authorities. The director may withdraw the
declaration of a prima-facie speed limit whenever in the director's opinion the altered prima-facie speed limit
becomes unreasonable. Upon such withdrawal, the declared prima-facie speed limit shall become ineffective and
the signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the local authorities.

{2) A local authority may determine on the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined by the
director, that the speed limit of sixty-five or seventy miles per hour on a portion of a freeway under its jurisdiction
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is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at that portion of the freeway. If the local
authority makes such a determination, the local authority by resolution may request the director to determine
and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit of not less than fifty-five miles per hour for that portion of the
freeway. If the director takes such action, the declared speed limit becomes effective only when appropriate signs
giving notice of it are erected at such location by the local authority.

(J) Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may authorize by ordinance higher prima-facie speeds than
those stated in this section upon through highways, or upon highways or portions thereof where there are no
intersections, or between widely spaced intersections, provided signs are erected giving notice of the authorized
speed, but local authorities shall not modify or alter the basic rule set forth in division (A) of this section or in any
event authorize by ordinance a speed in excess of the maximum speed permitted by division (D) of this section
for the specified type of highway.

Alteration of prima-facie limits on state routes by local authorities shall not be effective until the alteration has
been approved by the director. The director may withdraw approval of any altered prima-facie speed limits
whenever in the director's opinion any altered prima-facie speed becomes unreasonable, and upon such
withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed shall become ineffective and the signs relating thereto shall be
immediately removed by the local authorities.

(K)

(1) As used in divisions (K)(1), (2), (3), and (4) of this section, "unimproved highway" means a highway
consisting of any of the following:

(a) Unimproved earth;
(b) Unimproved graded and drained earth;
(c) Gravel.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (K)(4) and (5) of this section, whenever a board of township
trustees determines upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that
the speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part of an unimproved highway under its jurisdiction
and in the unincorporated territory of the township is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions
found to exist at the location, the board may by resolution declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit
of fifty-five but not less than twenty-five miles per hour. An altered speed limit adopted by a board of township
trustees under this division becomes effective when appropriate traffic control devices, as prescribed in section
4511.11 of the Revised Code, giving notice thereof are erected at the location, which shall be no sooner than
sixty days after adoption of the resolution.

(3)

(a) Whenever, in the opinion of a board of township trustees, any altered prima-facie speed limit established by
the board under this division becomes unreasonable, the board may adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered
prima-facie speed limit. Upon the adoption of such a resolution, the altered prima-facie speed limit becomes
ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shall be immediately removed.

(b) Whenever a highway ceases to be an unimproved highway and the board has adopted an altered prima-facie
speed limit pursuant to division (K)(2) of this section, the board shall, by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-
facie speed limit as soon as the highway ceases to be unimproved. Upon the adoption of such a resolution, the
altered prima-facie speed limit becomes ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shall be
immediately removed.

(4)

(a) If the boundary of two townships rests on the centerline of an unimproved highway in unincorporated territory
and both townships have jurisdiction over the highway, neither of the boards of township trustees of such
townships may declare an altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to division (K)(2) of this section on the part of
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the highway under their joint jurisdiction unless the boards of township trustees of both of the townships
determine, upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that the
speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found
to exist at the location and both boards agree upon a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than
fifty-five but not less than twenty-five miles per hour for that location. If both boards so agree, each shall follow
the procedure specified in division (K)(2) of this section for altering the prima-facie speed limit on the highway.
Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(4)(b) of this section, no speed limit altered pursuant to division (K)
(4)(a) of this section may be withdrawn unless the boards of township trustees of both townships determine that
the altered prima-facie speed limit previously adopted becomes unreasonable and each board adopts a resolution
withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to the procedure specified in division (K)(3)(a) of this
section.

(b) Whenever a highway described in division (K)(4)(a) of this section ceases to be an unimproved highway and
two boards of township trustees have adopted an altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to division (K)(4)(a) of
this section, both boards shall, by resolution, withdraw the altered prima-facie speed limit as soon as the highway
ceases to be unimproved. Upon the adoption of the resolution, the altered prima-facie speed limit becomes
ineffective and the traffic control devices relating thereto shall be immediately removed.

(5) As used in division (K)(5) of this section:

(a) "Commercial subdivision" means any platted territory outside the limits of a municipal corporation and
fronting a highway where, for a distance of three hundred feet or more, the frontage is improved with buildings in
use for commercial purposes, or where the entire length of the highway is less than three hundred feet long and
the frontage is improved with buildings in use for commercial purposes.

(b) "Residential subdivision" means any platted territory outside the limits of a municipal corporation and fronting
a highway, where, for a distance of three hundred feet or more, the frontage is improved with residences or
residences and buildings in use for business, or where the entire length of the highway is less than three hundred
feet long and the frontage is improved with residences or residences and buildings in use for business.

Whenever a board of township trustees finds upon the basis of criteria established by an engineering study, as
defined by the director, that the prima-facie speed permitted by division (B)(5) of this section on any part of a
highway under its jurisdiction that is located in a commercial or residential subdivision, except on highways or
portions thereof at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from the majority of intersecting highways is required
to yield the right-of-way to vehicles on such highways in obedience to stop or yield signs or traffic control signals,
is greater than is reasonable and safe under the conditions found to exist at the location, the board may by
resolution declare a reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-five but not less than twenty-
five miles per hour at the location. An altered speed limit adopted by a board of township trustees under this
division shall become effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected at the location by the
township. Whenever, in the opinion of a board of township trustees, any altered prima-facie speed limit
established by it under this division becomes unreasonable, it may adopt a resolution withdrawing the altered
prima-facie speed, and upon such withdrawal, the altered prima-facie speed shall become ineffective, and the
signs relating thereto shall be immediately removed by the township.

(L

(1) The director of transportation, based upon an engineering study, as defined by the director, of a highway,
expressway, or freeway described in division (B)(12), (13), (14), (15), or (16) of this section, in consultation with
the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority having jurisdiction over the studied highway,
expressway, or freeway, may determine and declare that the speed limit established on such highway,
expressway, or freeway under division (B)(12), (13), (14), (15), or (16) of this section either is reasonable and
safe or is more or less than that which is reasonable and safe.

(2) If the established speed limit for a highway, expressway, or freeway studied pursuant to division (L)(1) of this
section is determined to be more or less than that which is reasonable and safe, the director of transportation, in
consultation with the director of public safety and, if applicable, the local authority having jurisdiction over the
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studied highway, expressway, or freeway, shall determine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit for that
highway, expressway, or freeway.

(M)
(1)

(a) If the boundary of two local authorities rests on the centerline of a highway and both authorities have
jurisdiction over the highway, the speed limit for the part of the highway within their joint jurisdiction shall be
either one of the following as agreed to by both authorities:

(i) Either prima-facie speed limit permitted by division (B) of this section;
(ii) An altered speed limit determined and posted in accordance with this section.

(b) If the local authorities are unable to reach an agreement, the speed limit shall remain as established and
posted under this section.

(2) Neither local authority may declare an altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to this section on the part of
the highway under their joint jurisdiction unless both of the local authorities determine, upon the basis of criteria
established by an engineering study, as defined by the director, that the speed permitted by this section is greater
than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at the location and both authorities agree upon a
uniform reasonable and safe prima-facie speed limit of less than fifty-five but not less than twenty-five miles per
hour for that location. If both authorities so agree, each shall follow the procedure specified in this section for
altering the prima-facie speed limit on the highway, and the speed limit for the part of the highway within their
joint jurisdiction shall be uniformly altered. No altered speed limit may be withdrawn unless both local authorities
determine that the altered prima-facie speed limit previously adopted becomes unreasonable and each adopts a
resolution withdrawing the altered prima-facie speed limit pursuant to the procedure specified in this section.

(N) The legislative authority of a municipal corporation or township in which a boarding school is located, by
resolution or ordinance, may establish a boarding school zone. The legislative authority may alter the speed limit
on any street or highway within the boarding school zone and shall specify the hours during which the altered
speed limit is in effect. For purposes of determining the boundaries of the boarding school zone, the altered speed
limit within the boarding school zone, and the hours the altered speed limit is in effect, the legislative authority
shall consult with the administration of the boarding school and with the county engineer or other appropriate
engineer, as applicable. A boarding school zone speed limit becomes effective only when appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected at the appropriate locations.

(O) As used in this section:
(1) "Interstate system" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C. 101.

(2) "Commercial bus" means a motor vehicle designed for carrying more than nine passengers and used for the
transportation of persons for compensation.

(3) "Noncommercial bus" includes but is not limited to a school bus or a motor vehicle operated solely for the
transportation of persons associated with a charitable or nonprofit organization.

(4) "Outerbelt” means a portion of a freeway that is part of the interstate system and is located in the outer
vicinity of a major municipal corporation or group of municipal corporations, as designated by the director.

(5) “Rural® means an area outside urbanized areas and outside of a business or urban district, and areas that
extend within urbanized areas where the roadway characteristics remain mostly unchanged from those outside
the urbanized areas.

(6) "Urbanized area" has the same meaning as in 23 U.S.C. 101.

(7) "Divided" means a roadway having two or more travel lanes for vehicles moving in opposite directions and
that is separated by a median of more than four feet, excluding turn lanes.

codes.chio.gov/orc/4511.21 7/8



11/25/2020 Lawriter - ORC - 4511.21 Speed limits - assured clear distance.
(P)
(1) A violation of any provision of this section is one of the following:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (P)(1)(b), (1)(c), (2), and (3) of this section, a minor misdemeanor;

(b) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to two
violations of any provision of this section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar
to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor of the fourth degree;

(c) If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to three or
more violations of any provision of this section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is substantially
similar to any provision of this section, a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) If the offender has not previously been convicted of or pleaded guilty to a violation of any provision of this
section or of any provision of a municipal ordinance that is substantially similar to this section and operated a
motor vehicle faster than thirty-five miles an hour in a business district of a municipal corporation, faster than
fifty miles an hour in other portions of a municipal corporation, or faster than thirty-five miles an hour in a school
zone during recess or while children are going to or leaving school during the school's opening or closing hours, a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree.

(3) Notwithstanding division (P)(1) of this section, if the offender operated a motor vehicle in a construction zone
where a sign was then posted in accordance with section 4511.98 of the Revised Code, the court, in addition to all
other penalties provided by law, shall impose upon the offender a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for
the violation. No court shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation upon an
offender if the offender alleges, in an affidavit filed with the court prior to the offender's sentencing, that the
offender is indigent and is unable to pay the fine imposed pursuant to this division and if the court determines
that the offender is an indigent person and unable to pay the fine.

(4) If the offender commits the offense while distracted and the distracting activity is a contributing factor to the
commission of the offense, the offender is subject to the additional fine established under section 4511.991 of the
Revised Code.

Amended by 133rd General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 62, §101.01, eff. 7/3/2019.
Amended by 132nd General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 95, §1, eff. 10/29/2018.
Amended by 132nd General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 26, §101.01, eff. 6/30/2017.
Amended by 131st General Assembly File No. TBD, HB 455, §1, eff. 4/6/2017.
Amended by 130th General Assembly File No. 25, HB 59, §101.01, eff. 9/29/2013.
Amended by 130th General Assembly File No. 7, HB 51, §101.01, eff. 7/1/2013.
Amended by 128th General Assemblych.106, SB 79, §1, eff. 10/6/2009.

Effective Date: 01-01-2004; 03-29-2005; 06-15-2006; 2007 HB67 07-03-2007; 2009 HB2 07-01-2009 .
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used to inform both the motorist and the bicyclist of this weaving maneuver (see_Figures 9C-1, 9C-4,
and 9C-5).

Guidance:
02 The R4-4 sign should not be used when bicyclists need to move left because of a right-turn lane
drop situation.

Section 9B.06 Bicycles May Use Full Lane Sign (R4-11)

Option:

01 The Bicycles May Use Full Lane (R4-11) sign (see Figure 9B-2) may be used on roadways where
no bicycle lanes or adjacent shoulders usable by bicyclists are present and where travel lanes are too
narrow for bicyclists and motor vehicles to operate side by side.

02 The Bicycles May Use Full Lane sign may be used in locations where it is important to inform road
users that bicyclists might occupy the travel lane.

03 Section 9C.07 describes a Shared Lane Marking that may be used in addition to or instead of the
Bicycles May Use Full Lane sign to inform road users that bicyclists might occupy the travel lane.

Support:
04 The Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC) defines a "substandard width lane" as a "lane that is too narrow
for a bicycle and a vehicle to travel safely side by side within the same lane."

Section 9B.07 Bicycle Wrong Way Sign and RIDE WITH TRAFFIC Plaque (R5-1b, R9-3cP)

Option:
01 The Bicycle WRONG WAY (R5-1b) sign and RIDE WITH TRAFFIC (R9-3cP) plaque (see Figure 9B-
2) may be placed facing wrong-way bicycle traffic, such as on the left side of a roadway.

02 This sign and plagque may be mounted back-to-back with other signs to minimize visibility to
other traffic.

Guidance:
03 The RIDE WITH TRAFFIC plaque should be used only in conjunction with the Bicycle WRONG WAY
sign, and should be mounted directly below the Bicycle WRONG WAY sign.

Section 9B.08 NO MOTOR VEHICLES Sign (R5-3)

Option:
01 The NO MOTOR VEHICLES (R5-3) sign (see Figure 9B-2) may be installed at the entrance to a
shared-use path.

Section 9B.09 Selective Exclusion Signs

Option:

01 Selective Exclusion signs (see Figure 9B-2) may be installed at the entrance to a roadway or
facility to notify road or facility users that designated types of traffic are excluded from using the
roadway or facility.

Standard:
02 If used, Selective Exclusion signs shall clearly indicate the type of traffic that is
excluded.

Support:
03 Typical exclusion messages include:

A. No Bicycles (R5-6),

B. No Pedestrians (R9-3),
C. No Skaters (R9-13), and
D. No Equestrians (R9-14).

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part9/partab.htm#:~:text=01 The Bicycles May Use,to operate side by side. 514
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02 YIELD (R1-2) signs (see Figure 9B-2) shall be installed on shared-use paths at points
where bicyclists have an adequate view of conflicting traffic as they approach the sign, and
where bicyclists are required to yield the right-of-way to that conflicting traffic.

Option:
03 A 30 x 30-inch STOP sign or a 36 x 36 x 36-inch YIELD sign may be used on shared-use paths for
added emphasis.

Guidance:
04 Where conditions require path users, but not roadway users, to stop or yield, the STOP or YIELD
sign should be placed or shielded so that it is not readily visible to road users.

05 When placement of STOP or YIELD signs is considered, priority at a shared-use path/roadway
intersection should be assigned with consideration of the following:

A. Relative speeds of shared-use path and roadway users,
B. Relative volumes of shared-use path and roadway traffic, and
C. Relative importance of shared-use path and roadway.

06 Speed should not be the sole factor used to determine priority, as it is sometimes appropriate to
give priority to a high-volume shared-use path crossing a low-volume street, or to a regional shared-
use path crossing a minor collector street.

07 When priority is assigned, the least restrictive control that is appropriate should be placed on the
lower priority approaches. STOP signs should not be used where YIELD signs would be acceptable.

Section 9B.04 Bike Lane Signs and Plaques (R3-17, R3-17aP, R3-17bP)

Standard:
01 The Bike Lane (R3-17) sign and the R3-17aP and R3-17bP plaques (see_Figure 9B-2)
shall be used only in conjunction with marked bicycle lanes as described in Section 9C.04.

Guidance:

02 If used, Bike Lane signs and plaques should be used in advance of the upstream end of the
bicycle lane, at the downstream end of the bicycle lane, and at periodic intervals along the bicycle
lane as determined by engineering judgment based on prevailing speed of bicycle and other traffic,
block length, distances from adjacent intersections, and other considerations.

Section 9B.05 BEGIN RIGHT TURN LANE YIELD TO BIKES Sign (R4-4)
Option:

01 Where motor vehicles entering an exclusive right-turn lane must weave across bicycle traffic in
bicycle lanes, the BEGIN RIGHT TURN LANE YIELD TO BIKES (R4-4) sign (see Figure 9B-2) may be

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/htm/2009/part9/part9b.htm#:~:text=01 The Bicycles May Use,to operate side by side. 4/14
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